IX

EGYPT IN 1915

THROUGHOUT the summer and autumn of 1915 the
temper of Egypt on thfc surface remained unruffled*
The tide of war had flowed into her territory and had
receded, leaving no trace of the visit, and the failure
of British troops to penetrate the Turkish defence of
Gallipoli did not disturb the tranquillity of the country.
The calmness of the population was due to many
causes. Underneath a fixed determination to avoid
any expression of opinion which would produce conflict
with the military authorities, there had come at last
a truer perception of England's military strength and
resources. Added to this knowledge was a feeling of
thankfulness that martial law had involved no inter-
ference with the course of national life. Contrary
to their anticipation, Egyptians had suffered little
personal inconvenience from a state of war. Every
individual was free to move about the country as he
wished : food was abundant: life and property were
safe: and the ordinary processes of the civil adminis-
tration had undergone no change. Of the two new
factors introduced, the first, the accession of Prince
Hussein Kamil to the throne, was popular with most
classes of the community, and the second, the appoint-
ment by Great Britain of a High Commissioner, had
passed almost unremarked. If the nomination of the
latter attracted discussion among Egyptians, the point
was dismissed as a war measure, and devoid of future
political significance. This conviction received support
from the fact that His Majesty's Government, by
accident or by design, did not define the duties and
responsibilities attached to the new office. Generally